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Parshat Re’eh 

Backwards Revelation 
Tanya Farber - Class of 2021 

 
Parshat Re'eh opens with a pronouncement of an existential choice placed before the people "today." 
 
Devarim 11:26 

הָֽלָלְקּו הָ֖כָרְּב םֹוּ֑יַה םֶ֖כֵינְפִל ןֵֹ֥תנ יִֹ֛כנָא הֵ֗אְר  ׃
See, this day I set before you a blessing and curse: 
 
While six tribes stood upon Har Gerezim, a verdant, lush mountain, and another six tribes atop Har Eval, a 
mountain of limestone, the kohanim and Levites stood in the valley between the two mountains and 
proclaimed blessings and curses and the tribes would respond with "Amen" to each pronouncement.  
 
Rather than God's voice resounding as on Sinai, on these mountains, there is only human call and 
response. The tribes stand at the peaks; whereas at revelation, God's presence had hovered on the 
mountaintop. The blessings and curses emerge from the valley upward, an inverted יניס רה דמעמ  - standing 
at Sinai, revelation, as it were.  
 
However, Rabbi Elazar in Devarim Rabbah connects these two events, that is the events of Sinai and 
Mounts Gerezim and Eval so that they flow together:  
 

 תֹועָרָה אֵצֵת אQ ןֹויְלֶע יִּפִמ :)חל ,ג הכיא( הָעָׁש ּהָתֹואְּב ,ַיניִסְּב הֶּזַה רָבָּדַה אּוה Iּורָּב ׁשֹודָּקַה רַמָאֶּׁשִמ רָזָעְלֶא יִּבַר רַמָא יִֹכנָא הֵאְר
  .הָבֹוּטַה יֵׂשֹוע לַע הָאָּב הָבֹוּטְַהו ,הָעָרָה יֵׂשֹוע לַע הָאָּב הָעָרָה ָהיֶלֵאֵמ אָּלֶא ,בֹוּטְַהו

    
Rabbi Elazar said: Once the Holy One said this matter [of the blessings and curses] at Sinai, from that 
moment evil and good do not emerge from God’s lips, but rather evil automatically befalls those who do 
evil and good automatically upon those who do good.  
[Devarim Rabbah 4:3] 
 
Rabbi Elazar retrojects this proclamation of free choice of blessing and curse all the way back to Sinai. 
Thus, when Hashem utters it then, Bnai Yisroel are subject, from then on, to the consequences of their 
own actions, unmediated by God. At first glance the narratives of Bnai Yisroel in the desert seem to 
contradict Rabbi Elazar's version. In the desert, Bnai Yisroel were often struck down for their misdeeds. 
It's hard to read the Book of Bamidbar without seeing God as directing the show. 
 
Before exploring the framing of the blessing/curse proclamation as linked to Har Sinai, let's read the verse 
in its own context of " םויה  today."  

הָֽלָלְקּו הָ֖כָרְּב םֹוּ֑יַה םֶ֖כֵינְפִל ןֵֹ֥תנ יִֹ֛כנָא הֵ֗אְר   ׃
See, this day I set before you a blessing and curse: (Devarim 11:26) 
The interpretation of " םֶ֖כֵינְפִל ןֵֹ֥תנ , set before you," does imply, as Rabbi Elazar teaches, that God is 
empowering each person to chart their own destiny and take responsibility for their consequences, which 
fits contextually with the themes of Parshat Re'eh.  
 
In Parshat Re'eh, Bnai Yisroel are instructed how to encounter the Divine after coming to the Promised 
Land, when the Mishkan is not in their immediate midst of the desert camp; when, not manna, but 
agriculture and livestock are their means of sustenance. Suddenly, one has to seek out the ־רֶׁשֲא םֹו֞קָּמַה

םֶכיקהQֱֽא 'ה רַ֨חְִבי ◌֙. the Place that Hashem your God will choose [Devarim 12:5], and so there are mitzvot 
requiring a visit to the Mikdash: tithes and firstborn to be brought there, and holiday pilgrimages. Without 
the daily portions of manna, kashrut is relevant and without heaven's bread, there are now disparities of 
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wealth, and so commandments that oblige caring for needy are dictated in the parsha. The Torah warns of 
the immoral practices of the Canannitee and ways to prevent their influence.  The pagans could bring 
offerings to their gods anywhere; whereas for Bnai Yisroel there is only one place reserved for God.  
 
Parshat Re'eh as a whole, sets forth an expectation of responsibility both in relationship to the Holy One 
and obligations towards the community. Even though the details of the ceremony of Har Gerezim and Har 
Eval are specified later in Sefer Devarim, parshat Ki Tavo, chapter 27, the opening line of: 

הָֽלָלְקּו הָ֖כָרְּב םֹוּ֑יַה םֶ֖כֵינְפִל ןֵֹ֥תנ יִֹ֛כנָא הֵ֗אְר  "׃
See, this day I set before you blessing and curse", means the investiture of free choice, and moral 
responsibility frames this parsha well. 
 
Rabbi Elazar traces this imperative for independence and moral initiative back to Har Sinai. Though Bnai 
Yisroel were in their spiritual adolescence in the desert, Hashem's ultimate vision for Klal Yisroel since 
inception of Brit Sinai was for our spiritual maturity: 
an inverted Sinai where the voice of God is channelled through human aspiration and rising from the 
valley. 
 
This shabbos will be Rosh Chodesh Elul, may we have the moral courage to face ourselves, others and 
God. 
םֹו֗קָּמַה ֜_ְּמִמ קַ֨חְִרי־יִּֽכ   If the Makom is too far from you. [Devarim 12:21]  
Then: 
הָּמָֽׁש ָתאָ֥בּו ּוׁ֖שְרְדִת ֹו֥נְכִׁשְל   .Seek His Presence. [Devarim 12:5] ׃
 

 
Tanya Farber, with many years of teaching experience, continues to evolve as an educator and to refine 
her skills in crafting meaningful student-directed lessons. For her first seven years in the classroom, 
Tanya taught Tanach in yeshiva high schools in NY and NJ. For the past five years Tanya discovered the 
joy of teaching elementary grades and taught 4th graders in a daily afternoon program. She developed 
her own experiential curricula of Torah texts, prayer, and jewish calendar. She integrated beit midrash 
study, with improv and other creative modalities, and Tefillah and liturgy with mindfulness meditation. 
Tanya emphasizes the dynamic spiritual practices of middot, respect, listening, generosity, curiosity, 
leadership and other values as part of classroom culture and routines. On weekends, Tanya works as a 
supervisor in a shomer Shabbat group home for Jewish women with developmental disabilities. 
 
Originally from Arizona, Tanya has studied Torah in a variety of Jewish settings: at teachers' seminaries 

for Bais Yaakov graduates in both Israel and the US, batei midrash in New York City (Drisha, Yeshivat Hadar), non-denominational 
programs (Institute of Jewish Spirituality, Elat Chayyim), and with beloved havrutot every step of the way. 
 

 


