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Mi yodea im la’et kazot higaat lamalchut.

This is Mordechai’s encouragement to Esther, to step up, to act boldly on behalf of her people. (It also happens to appear on the invitation for today’s event.)

Maybe it was all for this moment, that you were put here.
Mi yodea?
Who knows? 
When you were taken to the palace of Achashverosh, says Mordechai, who could have predicted that you would find yourself in this position, uniquely suited to carry out an important task on behalf of the entire Jewish nation? 

Mi Yodea?
Maybe this was in the cards all along? 

La’et kazot higaat lamalchut.
How can you back down, Esther? Own your destiny. Take your place among the leaders of the Jewish people.
Esther knows it will not be an easy task. There will be risks involved.
But Esther rises to the occasion.

Each of us at Yeshivat Maharat: the students, the faculty, the Board, the supporters…
Each of us has somehow been led “la’et kazot” to this moment.
It wasn’t always clear how we would get here. It has been a winding road, and sometimes a bumpy one.
I, for one, certainly did not set out knowing that this would be my path. 
And yet, here I am.
Here we all are.

 And more than that…
“Im hacharesh tacharishi…. Revach v’hatzalah…”
If you are silent, if you shy away from the task at hand, from the role that you are destined to play, then this salvation, this sea change will still come. It will happen with or without you.


This moment carries an inevitability.  
It had to happen.
It had to happen because there were Devorah, and Bruriah, and Glickl of Hamlin, and the Maiden of Ludmir.
It had to happen because there were women who studied Torah in Rabbi Dovid Silber’s living room in 1979. 
It had to happen because I heard Blu Greenberg speak at the very first JOFA conference when I was 17 years old.

This moment in history was going to happen with or without me.
Because I stand on the shoulders of the women who first cracked open a Gemara, who delved into the texts of our tradition despite the fact that they were lone voices… Mi Yodea? Little did we know… Little did they know.

And how blessed I feel that it has happened with me, with all of us, here today.
How lucky I have been to find myself in the midst of “et kazot” this moment in history. 
So today I pay tribute to those who came before me. Our entire community is indebted to them.

I also give thanks to those who have had the courage to step up, to recognize the imperative of “et kazot”. Rabbi Avi Weiss, who put his name and his reputation on the line for this cause, as well as so many others, because he feels compelled to do what is right. Bamakom sh’eyn anashim – when no one else was willing to step up and make it happen, he stuck out his neck for Yeshivat Maharat and for women’s spiritual leadership. Thank you.

To Rabba Sara Hurwitz, who leads by example, and who shows us all what it means to bring a uniquely feminine voice to religious leadership. You are an inspiration. I don’t know where you find the energy.

To Rabbi Jeff Fox, whose brilliant Torah scholarship is matched only by his compassion and sensitivity. Thank you for teaching us what it means to be a posek and a rebbe. 

To my family for all your support. To my mom, for being a strong female role model, and for being the self-appointed president of my personal fan club. To my dad and step-mom, for being models of open-mindedness, and for always forwarding me interesting divrei Torah.

As Orthodox women’s religious leadership emerges, there is a group of unsung heroes. They are the men who not only step aside to make space for women, but who are vocal advocates for this important shift in the landscape of our community. These are the “male allies” without whom women’s advancement would not be possible. I am grateful to Rabbi Asher Lopatin for bringing me into a clergy role at Anshe Sholom six years ago, and encouraging me to own that role time and time again; and to Rabbi Adam Scheier, who has already shown himself to be a vocal advocate for me and a friend, as he welcomes me to the clergy team at Shaar Hashomayim.


To my husband Avi. I rarely acknowledge the sacrifices that you have made for me and my career, and for our family. I am grateful to you for keeping me honest with myself, and being an incredible support in every way. And for always being a great help with my wardrobe difficulties. And for not thinking it was crazy to travel here today with our 2 week old. Everything I am is yours, too. Thank you.

Thank you all for being here to share this moment.
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