


Vision
A world in which Judaism is relevant, Jewish 
communities are educated, and diverse 
leaders guide individuals to live spiritually 
engaged lives.

Mission
To educate, ordain and invest in passionate 
and committed Orthodox women who model 
a dynamic Judaism to inspire and support 
individuals and communities.

Our Name
Maharat is a Hebrew acronym which 
represents the core values of Maharat as an 
institution and of our graduates.

MANHIGUT  מנהיגות  LEADERSHIP 

HALACHA  הלכה  JEWISH LAW
RUCHANIYUT רוחניות  SPIRITUALITY 
TORAH  תורה  JEWISH TEXT

History
Maharat was founded in 2009 as the first yeshiva to ordain 
women to serve in the Orthodox clergy, after the ordination 
of Rabba Sara Hurwitz by Rabbi Avi Weiss and Rabbi Daniel 
Sperber. By providing a credentialed pathway for women to 
serve as clergy, we increase the community’s ability to attract 
the best and brightest into the ranks of its spiritual leadership. 
In addition, by expanding the leadership to include women, 
we seek to enliven the community at large with a wider array of 
voices, thoughts, and perspectives.
Now in its 10th year, Maharat has ordained 26 women who 
are serving in clergy roles in synagogues, schools, hospitals, 
universities and Jewish communal institutions. There are 
31 more students in the pipeline, preparing to change the 
landscape of Orthodox Judaism and the community at large.    

Ordination
Maharat ordains women with semikha so they may serve 
Jewish communities as fully credentialed spiritual and halakhic 
leaders. Ordination occurs after a rigorous course of study and 
demonstrated command of Jewish law, Talmud, Torah, Jewish 
thought, leadership training and pastoral counseling. Graduates 
of Maharat are conferred with a degree of “toreh toreh” – a 
decisor of Jewish law. We encourage our graduates to use the 
professional title most appropriate to them, in consultation with 
the communities they serve. 

Over half of the nearly 4000 people surveyed in 
the Nishma Research Profile of American Modern 
Orthodox Jews, 2017, and an even higher percent 
age of respondents between ages 18-34, agreed 
that women should have expanded roles as clergy.
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Our Work
Maharat scholars are trained to meet the broader demands 
of the 21st century Jewish community as inspiring rabbis, 
educators and entrepreneurs. They transform the Jewish 
landscape as high-level executives in existing organizations 
and by creating new and innovative institutions. Our scholars 
are trained to respond to current interests such as the inclusion 
of LGBTQ Jews within the Jewish community, conversion, the 
changing model of the Jewish family, acceptance of singles as 
full and complete members of the community, and enfranchising 
people with disabilities for fuller participation and acceptance. 
Maharat enables the Orthodox movement to call upon both 
women and men as voices of scholarship and authority to 
address the varied issues affecting not only Orthodox Jews, but 
the Jewish community as a whole.

“Maharat is paving the way for women in the 
twenty-first century to pursue their dream to 
grow in their Torah knowledge and to serve 
the Jewish community.” 

- Ann and Jeremy Pava, Hartford CT 



The Program

4 Year Semikha Program
The four-year Maharat Semikha Program combines a traditional 
Orthodox ordination curriculum focused on mastery of the texts 
of Jewish law with a robust pastoral education and practical 
rabbinics program, all towards the goal of providing our students 
the necessary skills to be confident and compelling spiritual 
leaders in the Jewish community.
The Yeshiva trains students in:

Halakha and Gemara - The Belz Center for Halakhic Studies 
offers classical skills required to be poskot through mastery 
of relevant portions of Gemara, Rishonim, Tur, Beit Yosef, 
Shulchan Aruch and contemporary teshuvot.
Pastoral Torah- Students gain skills and experience required 
to be effective spiritual counselors.
Leadership Development - The Lindenbaum Center for 21st 
Century Rabbinic Leadership engages students in fostering the 
capacity and influence to engage 21st century Jews, including 
skills in practical rabbinics, entrepreneurship and pedagogy.

The combination of these three components positions our 
graduates to serve as forward-thinking, visionary religious 
leaders who are grounded and fluent in Halakhic literature 
and also have a well-developed sense of what it means to be 
present for another individual or the community at large.

Kollel: Executive Ordination Track
Yeshivat Maharat’s Kollel: Executive Ordination Track ordains 
women who are already educators and leaders in the Jewish 
community through a part-time three-year intensive course 
of learning. The Kollel: Executive Ordination Track provides 
students with the infrastructure and institutional support to 
master the halakhic topics necessary to receive semikha, as 
well as pastoral training necessary to be compelling spiritual 
leaders. Once a woman graduates and receives semikha 
from Maharat she has the credentials to build rich, dynamic 
communities, impacting countless individuals on university 
campuses, in synagogues, and Jewish organizations.

Students are given self-guided mekorot to prepare for the 
weekly online shiur with Rabbi Jeff Fox and Rabbi Herzl Hefter.  
Coursework is completed with a chavrutah. Students also take 
part in on-site intensive learning twice a year during winter and 
summer academic breaks and are encouraged to participate 
in special programs held periodically at the yeshiva and to 
become integrated with the Maharat community.  

Students receive a monthly stipend throughout the program as 
well as reimbursement of travel and housing costs associated 
with twice annual on-site courses. Each must pass a series 
of written and oral exams as well as a pastoral assessment to 
qualify for ordination. 
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"Maharat gave me the opportunity to do 
the work I have always felt my soul is called 
to do, in the community I belong in."  
   - Rabbanit Dasi Fruchter, Class of 2016



Our Faculty
Maharat faculty are considered leaders in their fields, including 
pulpit rabbis, psychotherapists, pedagogy experts, leadership 
and change management scholars, and more. They are 
published authors, experienced and awarded educators, and 
shapers of the Jewish future. Not only do our faculty bring deep 
intellect and scholarship, but they also bring a sensitivity to the 
work of training well-rounded and effective religious leaders.  

Join Us
Maharat seeks knowledgeable and learned Orthodox women 
who are passionate about Jewish learning and spiritual 
leadership. Our students range in age and background, and 
share a commitment to Orthodox Judaism, proficiency in Jewish 
text study, and the aspiration to serve as spiritual leaders in 
pulpits, on university campuses, in schools, and as Jewish 
communal leaders. 

Finances
Tuition and Living Stipend
Yeshivat Maharat is tuition-free. Full-time four-year semikha 
students receive a stipend in the amount of $12,000 per year. 
Students in our Kollel: Executive Ordination Track receive a 
stipend in the amount of $5000 per year. 

Interest-free loans
For students residing in the five boroughs of New York City, 
Westchester and Long Island, the Hebrew Free Loan Society 
offers interest-free graduate study loans to help with expenses 
while studying at Yeshivat Maharat. 
Please contact Amanda Shechter, Maharat’s Executive Director 
at amandashechter@yeshivatmaharat.org for more information. 
General information on the graduate loan program can be found 
at www.yeshivatmaharat.org. Students from other geographic 
locations are encouraged to find out whether there is a similar 
loan society in their area.

External Scholarships
Accepted students are encouraged to apply to the Wexner 
Graduate Fellowship and to the UJA Graduate Fellowship 
Program.

Visit and Apply
We invite you to come visit to personally experience our vibrant 
beit midrash and innovative curriculum. 
Email admissions@yeshivatmaharat.org to schedule your visit. 
Our application process involves a gemara and halacha 
learning evaluation with our Rosh Yeshiva, Rabbi Jeffrey Fox, 
a written application, and an interview with our admissions 
committee. Contact Laura Shaw Frank, our Director of 
Admissions at admissions@yeshivatmaharat.org with questions 
or to begin the process. 
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Our Graduates
Our students and graduates are women who have achieved 
a great deal professionally. Several have advanced degrees, 
including PhDs, MDs, and masters degrees. Women decide to 
enroll in Maharat because they want to apply their vast talents 
and intellects as leaders in the Jewish community. Graduates 
currently serve as rabbinic leaders in Orthodox synagogues and 
international institutions around North America, Europe and Israel.

Current Graduate Placements
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Rabbi Tali Adler
Faculty
Hadar Institute, New York, NY

Rabba Dr. Carmella Abraham
Community Educator
Hillels of Westchester, Purchase, NY

Rabba Wendy Amsellem
Halakha Faculty and Content Editor
Yeshivat Maharat, Bronx, NY

Rabba Dina Brawer
Community Educator
Boston, MA

Rabba Avital Engelberg
Talmud Teacher
Midreshset Ein Hanatziv, Israel
Midreshet Ein Prat and the Hartman Girls 
High School - Jerusalem, Israel

Rabba Yaffa Epstein
Director of Education in North America
Pardes Institute of Jewish Studies

Rabbanit Chava Evans
Community Educator
Rockville, MD

Maharat Rachel Kohl Finegold
Clergy and Director of Education & 
Spiritual Enrichment
Congregation Shaar Hashomayim – 
Montreal, Canada

Maharat Ruth Balinsky Friedman
Clergy
Ohev Sholom – The National Synagogue – 
Washington, DC

Rabbanit Hadas (Dasi) Fruchter
Clergy
Beth Sholom Congregation and Talmud 
Torah, Potomac, MD 

Maharat Miriam Gonzcraska
Educator in the Polish Jewish Community - 
Brooklyn, NY

Rabba Melissa Scholten-Guiterrez
Community Camp Ambassador
Jewish Federation of Greater Atlanta, 
Atlanta, GA

Rabbanit Goldie Guy
Talmud Faculty
SAR High School, Bronx, NY

Rabba Sara Hurwitz
Rabba, Hebrew Institute of Riverdale – 
The Bayit, Riverdale, NY
Co-founder and President, Yeshivat Maharat

Rabbanit Bracha Jaffe
Community Educator
Beth Tfiloh Congregation and Schools, 
Baltimore, MD
Director 
Mercaz Dahan Center for Adult Education, 
Baltimore, MD

Rabbi Lila Kagedan
Clergy
The Walnut Street Shul, Chelsea, MA
Lecturer of Medical Ethics at New York 
Medical College & Touro College –
New York, NY

Rabba Eryn London
Chaplain
New York Presbyterian Hospital, 
New York, NY

Rabba Claudia Marbach
Chaplain and Community Educator  
Hebrew Senior Life, Dedham, MA and One 
Night Shtender, Newton, MA

Maharat Rori Picker Neiss
Executive Director
Jewish Community Relations Council of St. 
Louis – St. Louis, MO

Rabbanit Alissa Thomas-Newborn
Clergy
B’nai David-Judea Congregation, 
Los Angeles, CA

Rabbanit Leah Sarna
Director of Religious Engagement
Anshe Sholom B’nai Israel, Chicago, IL

Rabba Abby Brown Scheier
Educator and School Administrator
Montreal, Canada

Rabba Dr. Anat Sharbat
Associate Rabba
Hebrew Institute of Riverdale – The Bayit, 
Riverdale, NY

Rabba Ramie Smith
JOFA UK Scholar
London, UK

Rabbi Dr. Erin Leib Smokler
Director of Spiritual Development
Yeshivat Maharat, Bronx, NY

Maharat Victoria Sutton
Clergy and Director of Education and 
Community Engagement
Congregation Beth Israel (CBI) - 
Berkeley, CA



3700 Henry Hudson Parkway, Bronx, NY 10463
(718) 796-0590

www.yeshivatmaharat.org


