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The Divine miracle of splitting the Red Sea is replete with creation imagery, mimicking the story of 
creation in ​Sefer​ ​Bereishit​. 
 
In ​Bereishit​, the world was chaotic, ​tohu vavohu​. The earth was covered in darkness, and God 
hovered above the surface of the waters (Bereishit 1:2).  Then, God gathered the waters and dry 
land appeared. 

And God said: 'Let the waters under the heaven be gathered 
together unto one place, and let the dry land appear.' And it was so 
(Bereishit 1:9). 

 וַיֹּאמֶר אֱלֹקִים יִקָּווּ הַמַּיִם מִתַּחַת הַשָּׁמַיִם
רָאֶה הַיַּבָּשָׁה וַיְֽהִי־כֵֽן: (בראשית  אֶל־מָקוֹם אֶחָד וְתֵֽ

 א:ט)
 

The splitting of the waters culminated in God creating living beings, allowing life to flourish on Earth. 
On the shores of the Red Sea, the creation process culminated with the creation of the nation, of 
B’nei Yisrael​.  Here too, the verse describes chaos and darkness with God’s presence hovering 
above. The waters are split, and dry land is revealed. 

Thus there was the cloud with the darkness, and it cast a spell upon 
the night, so that the one could not come near the other all through 
the night. Then Moses held out his arm over the sea and the Lord 
drove back the sea with a strong east wind all that night, and turned 
the sea into dry ground.  And the waters were split  (Shemot 
14:20-21). 

 וַיְהִי הֶעָנָן וְהַחֹשֶׁךְ, וַיָּאֶר אֶת-הַלָּיְלָה; וְלֹא-קָרַב
 זֶה אֶל-זֶה, כָּל-הַלָּיְלָה. וַיֵּט מֹשֶׁה אֶת-יָדוֹ,

 עַל-הַיָּם, וַיּוֹלֶךְ יְהוָה אֶת-הַיָּם בְּרוּחַ קָדִים עַזָּה
 כָּל-הַלַּיְלָה, וַיָּשֶׂם אֶת-הַיָּם לֶחָרָבָה; וַיִּבָּקְעוּ,

 הַמָּיִם. (שמות יד:כ–כא)

 

The Midrash ​Shemoth Rabbah​ (21:6) connects the creation story of the world with the creation at the 
Red Sea, explaining that the splitting of the sea was a stipulation of the original creation story. The 
verse in Shemoth 14:27 reads: ֹוַיֵּט מֹשֶׁה אֶת־יָדוֹ עַל־הַיָּם וַיָּשָׁב הַיָּם לִפְנוֹת בֹּקֶר  לְאֵיתָנוֹ  וּמִצְרַיִם נָסִים לִקְרָאתו 

 
Don’t read the verse, the midrash explains, as Moshe stretched out his hand to the sea, and  the 
water returned, ​l’aytano​ (to its original strength), rather read the word ​l’aytano​, as ​tanai​ stipulation. 
Exegetically, the verse should read: “the waters returned to its original ​stipulation​ (that was made at 
creation).”  As early as creation, God stipulated that the very waters that God was creating, would 
split once again for the Jews, so that God’s nation could be born. 
 
God reenacts the creation in the Exodus story with the Jewish people as the central characters. 
From this point on, the Jews are called ​Ivrim ​(a unified people), a nation to which God has given 
birth. 
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There is one distinct difference between the creation in Bereshit and the re-creation at ​yam suf ​(Red 
Sea).  It can be argued that there was something lacking in the creation story in Bereishit.  Shortly 
after the world is created, God destroys almost all living creatures in the flood and begins the 
creative process again with Noah and his family.  The creation at the sea, however, is a creation that 
endured, a final act of Divine creation. What was different about the creation of ​B’nei Yisrael​? 
 
The creation of the world is marked by the words “​vayomer elokim​” (God said).  God said ‘let there 
be light.’ God said ‘let the waters separate’ etc.  However, in the Exodus story, at the moment the 
Jewish people reached the other side, there was no prose, there was no sacrifice. There was song. 

Then Moses and the children of Israel chose to sing this song to 
God…I shall sing to God for God is exalted…  
(Shemoth 15:1) 

 אָז יָֽשִׁיר־מֹשֶׁה וּבְנֵי יִשְׂרָאֵל אֶת־הַשִּׁירָה הַזֹּאת לַֽיי
 וַיֹּֽאמְרוּ לֵאמֹר אָשִׁירָה לַּֽיי כִּֽי־גָאֹה גָּאָה

 (שמות טו:א)
 

It is through the medium of song, that we are bidden to recognize and celebrate God as the ultimate 
creator of the world. “​Az​ (and then) Moshe and Israel sang”.  The Safet Emet explains that the word 
“then” comes to teach us that Israel had always longed to sing God’s praises, for Israel’s inherent 
nature and essence is to give testimony to God’s power. But this song could not be sung while the 
Jewish people were enslaved.  It was only after the people were freed that they were able to 
recognize God as the God of creation at the sea and then, they could sing. 
 
Az yashir Moshe​….. This creation is sustainable through song. We are bidden to bring song into our 
daily lives.  We sing the verses of ​Az Yashir​ every morning as part of daily ​tefilah ​(prayer).  In this 
way, on each day anew, we must sing out and praise the God of creation. 
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